
 

 

 

 

Some of the sweetest words spoken, Happy 

New Year!  What a phenomenal thought, New 

Year!  We have many opportunities ahead be-

cause this is a New Year.    
  

As I listened to our scholarship recipients 

speak at our December meeting, it brought to 

my mind that they came to a place in their life 

and started anew! They had support from their families, they had support 

from their children and they had support from EWI!  When you have 

EWI backing you, you can accomplish anything!  I know that as a reality 

in my life.    
  

I want to start off this year, with a huge Thank You!  Thank you for 

your support as president of such a remarkable organization.  Thank you 

for the time that you spend away from your families to support our 

monthly meetings.  Thank you from your firms for the accountability of 

our mission statement.  Thank you from my heart for renewing and 

standing firm with Executive Women International!  We are the most 

powerful organization in Chattanooga!    
  

As you can see, I believe in EWI and the women who stand behind the 

name!  You are amazing in every step that you take and every event that 

you support!   Happy New Year and watch us grow!  

 

With much love, 

Margaret Browning 

President of EWI Chattanooga (what a privilege) 
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 2010-2011 Officers and Directors 
 
Margaret Browning, President 
Chattanooga Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 
 
Michelle Withorn,  
Vice President/President Elect 
EMJ Corporation 
 
Barbara Tawater, Secretary 
Northgate Title Escrow, Inc,  
 
Kristina Smith, Treasurer 
First Tennessee Bank 
 
Ani Yacoubian,  Sgt-At-Arms 
Yacoubian Tailors 
 
Carrie Harlin, Membership Director 
Southern Adventist University 
 
Kim Pendergrass, Program Director 
Diversified Companies 
 
Kathy Sok, Ways & Means Director 
Reliable Building Solutions, Inc. 
 
Kate Pinson, Communications Direc-
tor, CMC Publications 
 

Lynda Childress, Director-at-Large 

Luken Holdings, Inc., 
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January Meeting 

Date: Tuesday, January 11, 2011 
5:30 pm—Meet, Greet and Networking 
6:00 pm—Dinner 

Where: Doubletree Hotel 
407 Chestnut Street 

Parking: Free Parking in the open lot beside the 
hotel or $5.00 Valet Parking 

Speaker: Pat Harrington from 

HOPE Job Support Ministry 

Topic: “Walking with Others through the Trials 
of Unemployment” 

  

  

Pat spent much of her life “climbing the corporate ladder” focusing on marketing strategy for 

major international corporations. She attained her Bachelor’s degree in Organizational Man-

agement and Master’s in Marketing, all while working full-time and raising her children. 

When her high-level position was eliminated in 2006, she found herself searching to regain 

her identity. Through the next grueling eighteen months, she rode the roller-coaster of uncer-

tainty – enduring the all-too-few highs and the frequent devastating lows of unemployment. 

She went through what too many people today experience – feeling rejected, abandoned, and 

unworthy all because the dream of a position, title and income were becoming a distant mem-

ory. Through her experience, Pat learned everything she could about the job search process. 

She turned her marketing talents, compassion and attention to help others survive the per-

sonal, financial and spiritual devastation that can follow a job loss by starting a jobs ministry 

in her church in the Chicago area. 

In March of 2010, Pat stepped out in faith and started HOPE Job Support Ministry. She part-

nered with Scenic City Women’s Network to launch the new non-profit Christian organiza-

tion with the mission to “bring others closer to Christ while walking with them through the 

trials of unemployment.” Her passion is to help reveal God's love and re-instill hope in any-

one who will lean on Him through the challenges of living in today’s uncertain employment 

world. 

She and her husband, Scott, reside in Ooltewah, TN and have four children and five grand-

children. 
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Presentation of Barnyard 

Proceeds to Chancellor 

Brown at UTC 
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Chattanooga Chapter of EWI contributes to scholarship fund 
Posted on January 3rd, 2011 to the UTC Website 

 

The Chattanooga Chapter of Executive Women International (EWI) re-

cently presented a check for $11,293 to Chancellor Roger Brown in sup-

port of the Jean Bradford Memorial Scholarship at UTC. 

Established in 1996 by the Chattanooga Chapter of Executive Women In-

ternational in memory of former EWI member Jean (Mrs. James) Brad-

ford, the Jean Bradford Memorial Scholarship assists women, particularly 

displaced homemakers and single mothers, who return to school with a 

plan:  to enhance their career opportunities. 

“The price of education has not lost its value. We at Executive Women In-

ternational realize the desire of the scholarship recipients to improve their 

lives. Therefore with the aid of over 65 firms and 75 representatives, our 

organization works passionately to fulfill this mission of Careers, Con-

nections and Community,” said Margaret R. Browning, Administrative 

Assistant with Coca-Cola Bottling Company United, Inc., who serves as 

Chattanooga Chapter EWI President. 

In the last 13 years, EWI has contributed more than $144,000 toward 

scholarships for single mothers seeking to further their education. 

 

 

http://blog.utc.edu/news/2011/01/chattanooga-chapter-of-ewi-contributes-to-scholarship-fund/   

http://blog.utc.edu/news/2011/01/chattanooga-chapter-of-ewi-contributes-to-scholarship-fund/
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December Meeting 
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December Meeting Scholarship Recipients 



 

 

Melissa’s Organizing Tips for January 
 

 

Have you set goals for the new year?  Research shows that 
the most effective goals are: (1) specific, (2) challenging, and 

(3) shared with others.  It is important to make sure your goals have 

these characteristics. 

 

However, there is one element that is sometimes missing from 

goals – the reason why we want to achieve the goal in the first 

place.  It is not enough to know what you want to achieve.  You must clearly un-

derstand why you want to achieve it.  Ask yourself: Why do I want what I 

want?  What will happen if I achieve my goal? 

 

Recommit daily to your goal.  The temptation is always there to abandon a goal in 

favor of other activities.  Goal setting must happen each and every day, not just an-

nually.  So, in that spirit, rather than setting New Year's Resolutions, think about 

setting goals and committing to them daily. And always, always remember the 

why. 

 

For more productivity tips, please go to www.mbgorganizing.com and sign up for 

my free monthly newsletter.  
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“Our goals can only be reached through a vehicle of a plan, in which we must fervently believe, and upon which we must vig-

orously act.  There is no other route to success.” 

-Stephen A. Brennan 

http://www.mbgorganizing.com/
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Who  

Am I 

? 

Although I was born in Chattanooga, I lived in Texas for 

8 years. 

I used to work in collections and investigations. 

My husband and I enjoy traveling.  

I have ridden a motorcycle, a go-cart, a train, 

a camel, a horse, an elephant, a helicopter, a 

hot air balloon, a plane, and a catamaran. 

Do you know who this is?  Check your  

February Connect for the reveal. 

 

Happy New Year from 

the Website 

Committee!   

 

 

Please email me your 

New Year’s Resolu-

tion to hburrell@mcollins.com for a 

chance to win 3 raffle tickets at the Janu-

ary meeting.  Example: “ I will update my 

fruit face on EWI Website so that everyone 

will know my face with my name.” – 

Anonymous  

Website Trivia Contest 

Win 3 raffle tickets! 

It’s Winter...Did you know?....  

Certain frogs survive the winter by freezing almost solid. 

In some parts of Russia, milk is delivered in blocks, like ice because the liquid would freeze. 

Winter lasts 21 years on Uranus. 

 Antarctica is the coldest place on earth with the coldest reported temperature being -89.4 C/-129 F. 

It can get cold enough that it doesn't snow! if there are not enough water droplets in the air it can't snow. 

Reindeers survive extreme cold by eating moss. Moss has a special chemical that helps keep body fluids warm, so when they make 

their trek across the Arctic region, they won’t freeze. 

More than 150 million chocolate Santa’s will be made for each holiday season. 

Retail sales during holiday months account for 20-40% of annual sales. 

The most snowfall in one day happened in 1913, in Georgetown, Colorado when a record 63 inches fell in a 24 hours. 

Every winter about one septillion snowflakes fall. That’s a one followed by 24 zeros! 

If all the Antarctic ice cap melted, about a quarter of the earths land would be flooded. 

A photographer took pictures of over 400,000 snowflakes to prove that none are the same. 

http://www.weatherbankinc.com/resources/Weird+Winter+Facts.pdf   

mailto:hburrell@mcollins.com


 

 

January 2011 
                                   Chattanooga Edition 

www.ewichattanooga.org 

 
EWI OF CHATTANOOGA—Growing our chapter, growing our community, growing ourselves          9 | Page 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Ways and Means Committee Report  By Kathy Sok 

Barnyard Auction 2011 

Barnyard Auction – Thursday, September 15, 2011-Chattanooga Choo Choo   5:30pm 

Ways and Means Committee met to discuss next year site for our Annual Barnyard Auction.  

There were 12 members present.  Proposed Sites: (Renaissance, Car Barn, Double Tree, Chatta-

noogan, Chattanooga Choo Choo) 

Majority of the members present voted on :  Chattanooga Choo Choo  We have contacted the Chattanooga Choo Choo 

and reserved this date and time, Barnyard Auction Committee Members (Kathy, Kerry, Jody, Sharon) will visit the site 

and make the final arrangements with the staff.  Thank you all for your great suggestions and input in making this deci-

sion. 

Pecan Sales 2010 

Here are the result as of 12/2/10 

Total Pecan Sold :  $7956.00  Cost of Pecans: $5980.40 = Total Profit : $1975.60 

Please turn all your money in by next week, so we can turn in all the money to the Treasurer.  Thanks again for your or-

ders and we will try other varieties of Pecans next year to increase sales and profit!! 

Bi-Lo Booster Club 

We have laminated the Bi-Lo Booster Club cards for each of our members /families/friends and they will be distributed 

at the Barnyard Auction at the Check in desk.  You only need to scan once at shopping to put donations coming into our 

organization.  If anyone needs more cards, just ask at the monthly meetings. 

No Dirty Dishes Fund Raising Event 

Sandy Saylor and Sharon Diegel will Co-Chair this event.  We will begin the event in Feb and announce the winner on 

our April monthly meeting.  Please donate any restaurant gift card/certificates, gas cards, and other fine eatery donations 

to these two great ladies and thanks again for your willingness to help with this event. 

Special Remark: 

Next Ways and Means Meeting will be 1/19/11, Wednesday  11:30am at Lyndhurst Foundation Office.  We will send 

reminder of the meeting as it gets close. 

 

December Who Am I? 

I used to play piano and go to competitions. 

 I have dual citizenship (US and Lebanon).  
I'm a die hard Red Sox fan.   

Were you able to guess? 

Ani Yacoubian is the representative for Yacoubian Tailors. 
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Membership Committee Report 

By: Carrie Harlin 

Happy New Year! We have had quite a few prospective members 

come through our approval process in the past few months. Now 

that it’s January, let’s invite these ladies to a meeting or possibly 

even to joining our organization! 

Also, for new members, and anyone who would like a refresher 

course of the benefits of EWI, please plan to join us for orienta-

tion before our February meeting-watch for specific details. We will go over your 

benefits as a member, the roles of the various committees, LCAM, Ready Rallies, 

and much more. EWI is full of opportunities; you just need to know what’s avail-

able to you! 

How to recruit new members: before speaking to the potential new member, email 

me first. charlin@southern.edu. We need to make sure the potential firm is not in 

competition with any of our current member firms. Once the board has approved, 

then we send it out to our entire membership for their approval. Note- objections 

must come from the executive of the firm, not just the member. After all approval 

has been made, the lead who submitted the name will be contacted to invite the po-

tential member to a meeting. Please feel free to contact me if you have any ques-

tions or need help. We have a running list of industries or classifications that are 

still available for recruitment.  

Sergeant At-Arms Report 

By: Ani Yacoubian 

There were 55 attendees at the 

December meeting. 

17 Guests Present 

38 Representatives Present 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

mailto:charlin@southern.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sue Moore 

 BI-LO, Inc.   
 

 Bi-Lo is the leading grocery store chain in our area. It 
consist of over 207 supermarkets operating in Tennessee, 

Georgia, North Carolina and South Carolina and employs ap-
proximately 15,500 teammates. The Bi-Lo philosophy is to of-
fer low prices, high quality and excellent service to our cus-

tomers, this has proven successful since 1961. Bi-Lo is also known for its involve-
ment in the community. They are deeply involved in the United Way and Habitat for 
Humanity among many other non-profit organizations in their operating markets. 

Their most well known charitable event is the Bi-Lo Charity Classic. Its a golf tourna-
ment held in Greenville, South Carolina and provides support for over 500 organiza-
tions. Since it began in 1984 it has raised over $44 million and now raises in excess 

of five million dollars annually for various local charities. 
  

 Sue has been with Red Food/Bi-Lo for 33 years. She has been a store director 
for the past 11 years, which is the position she holds at the Dallas Bay location in 

north Hixson. She started as a cashier and has held many positions throughout her 
career. Sue loves her job and being around the people. In addition to work she en-
joys a variety of things; shopping, eating out, going to sporting events, travel and 
helping people. “Guess you could say I'm a workaholic, shopaholic!!” Sue loves the 

beach, her favorite teams to see are Tennessee Vols, Titans and the Braves, “none of 
which had a good year but I'm still a fan”, noted Sue. She has a small family, two 

Goddaughters and a wonderful boyfriend which she loves spending time with. 
  

 When asked why she joined EWI, Sue responded, “EWI is a great way to meet 
people and network. Not only can it help promote your firm but it also can help de-
velop your career through the great speakers at the monthly meetings and webinars 
that are available. The best part of all is being able to help our community. It is very 
touching to hear the scholarship recipients tell their story at our December meeting, 
that's when you realize what you have been doing all year. Its a great organization!!!  
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Member Spotlight 

http://my.bi-lo.com/wps/wcm/connect/Content%20Library/bi-lo/home
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Our Mission  

EWI brings together key individuals from diverse businesses for the pur-

pose of promoting member firms, enhancing personal and professional de-

velopment, and encouraging community involvement.  

Our Vision  

To be a professional organization that creates value for its member firms 

and their representatives through career development, business connec-

tivity, and involvement in local communities.  

Our Strategic Goals  

1. To strengthen, expand and broaden membership.  

2. To provide member firms with meaningful benefits.  

3. To actively promote education for all representatives.  

4. To achieve a high level of community visibility through service.  

 

 Executive Women International—EWI of Chattanooga  

Margaret Browning, 2010-2011 Chapter President  

Chattanooga Coca Cola Bottling Company 

E-Mail: mbrowning@ccbcu.com  

Ph: 423-494-0553  

Fax: 423-629-4437 
 

Executive Women International  

EWI of Chattanooga  

P.O. Box 11522  

Chattanooga, TN 37401  



 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT 

Margaret Browning 
Chattanooga Coca Cola Bottling  
Company 
mbrowning@ccbcu.com  

423-494-0553 

VICE PRESIDENT/PRESIDENT-ELECT 
 

Michelle Withorn 
EMJ Corporation 
mwithorn@emjcorp.com 

423-855-1550 

 

SECRETARY 
 

Barbara Tawater  
Northgate Title Escrow, Inc. 
barbara@northgatetitle.com 

423-875-9533 

TREASURER 
 

Kristina Smith 
First Tennessee Bank 
khsmith@firsttennessee.com 

423-413-6392 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
 

Ani Yacoubian 
Yacoubian Tailors 
aniy@comcast.net 

423-265-0187 

PUBLICATIONS DIRECTOR 
 

Kate Pinson 
CMC Publications 
kpinson@sceniccitymags.com 

423-266-3440 

WAYS AND MEANS DIRECTOR 
 

Kathy Sok 
Reliable Building Solutions 
Kathy@rbsi-online.com 

423-954-9834 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 
 

Carrie Harlin 
Southern Adventist University 
charlin@southern.edu 

423-236-2659 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Kim Pendergrass 
Diversified Companies 

kpendergrass@divcompanies.com 

423-499-0510 

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE 
 

Lynda Childress 
Luken Holdings, Inc. 
lchildress@lukenholdings.com 

423-424-2195 

Did you know...The EWIConnect is available to you to “toot your horn!” Have you had a promotion? Has 

your firm done something newsworthy recently? Received an award? Made an acquisition? Share the 

news with your network of business associates in our newsletter. Simply send your information to Kate 

Pinson:  kpinson@sceniccitymags.com by the 3rd Monday of each month.  We look forward to hearing 

about your exciting news! 
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 



 

 

ADS Security Robin Miles 

Air Filtration Service Sabie Holley 

Artech Design Group Karan Avant 

Barge Waggoner Sumner & Cannon, Inc. Jody Hermann 

Baylor School Brenda Waddell 

BI-LO, Inc. Sue Moore 

BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee Pamela Blaylock 

 Charlie Rosenquist 

BMW of Chattanooga Isabel Ober 

Catoosa County Climate Controlled Pamela Grant 

& Regular Storage 

CBL & Assoc. Management Denise Postelle 

Chattanooga Area Chamber of Christie Kelly 

Commerce Lori Slatton 

Chattanooga Bakery Fredia Higdon 

Chattanooga Coca-Cola Bottling  Margaret Browning 

Company United 

Chattanooga Convention & Visitors Lori Dodd 

Bureau 

Chattanooga Funeral Home Kay Low 

Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy Djuana Tomlin 

Chattanooga Head Start Joey Martel-James 

Chattanooga State Technical Barbara Morgan 

Community College 

Chattanooga Times Free Press Amy Fowler 

Citadel Broadcasting Corporation Kelly McCoy 

CMC Publications Kate Pinson 

COS Business Products & Interiors Connie Mills 

Courtyard & Residence Inn by Marriott Cindy Ward 

Dimension Designs Inc. Christine Stephens 

Distefano Eye Center Kathy Lee 

Diversified Companies, LLC Kim Pendergrass 

ELD Associates, LLC Frances Cannon 

 Zelma Pack 

EMJ Corporation Michelle Withorn 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car Summer Blevins 

EPB Telecom Valerie Lucas 

Erlanger Health System Priscilla Williams 

ERMC Kim Carlton 

Everything Just So Nancy Harrison 

First Tennessee Bank Kristina Smith 

Fitness Together Rachel Reeves 

Fletcher Bright Company, Realtors Elaine Peterson 

 Sandy Wright 

Kayser-Roth Corporation Debra Gates 

Kenco Logistics Carolyn Pool 

 

Lattimore Black Morgan & Cain, PC    Beverlee Bartley 

    Mary Ellen Maycann 

    Nena Powell 

Law Offices of Lloyd Stanley    Nancy Harrison 

Luken Holdings Tammy Babb 

 Lynda Childress 

 Carolyn Stringer 

Lyndhurst Foundation Catherine Cox 

MBG Organizing Solutions Melissa Gratias 

MCA, Mike Collins & Assoc., Inc. Heather Burrell 

 Tammy Hargis 

Miller & Martin PLLC Sharon Diegel 

Northgate Title Escrow, Inc. Barbara Tawater 

Oehmig Travel Consultancy Carla Hilling 

Office Team Sandy Saylors 

Philips Lightolier Sheila Thompson 

Reliable Building Solutions, Inc. Kathy Sok 

Republic Parking System Kelley Eblin 

River City Consulting Joyce Harlin 

Rone Regency Jewelers Ashley Spinelli 

Smith, Laura c/o Studio LaVie’ Laura Smith 

Southern Adventist University Carrie Harlin 

State Farm Kerry Smith 

Tennessee Valley Federal Credit Union Karen Hannifin 

The Chattanoogan Hotel Christy Barker 

The Krystal Company Colleen Fieser 

The University of Tennessee at Barbara Verhine 

Chattanooga 

Town & Country Barber Shop Marti Brown  

U.S. Xpress Enterprises, Inc. Janice Houser 

Unique Gifts and Promos Nancy Landreth 

 Melba Wolfe 

United Way of Greater Chattanooga Delores Lewis 

Wabash Trailer Sales, LLC Becky Rudewicz 

Wild Moon Resort & Ranch Cindy Bruce 

Xcape Solutions Leslie Ellis 

Yacoubian Tailors Ani Yacoubian 

 

Sustaining Members Jan McAfee 

 Dottie Jones 

 Penny Walker 

 

Life Member Nancy Templeton 
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MEMBERS FIRMS 

http://www.adssecurity.com/index.aspx
http://www.artechdgn.com/
http://www.bargewaggoner.com/
http://www.baylorschool.org/
http://my.bi-lo.com/wps/wcm/connect/Content%20Library/bi-lo/home
http://www.bcbst.com/
http://www.bmwofchattanooga.com/index.htm?mode=directorybrowse&toshow=999&sortby=alpha&template=OFF
http://www.cblproperties.com/
http://www.chattanoogachamber.com/
http://www.moonpie.com/
http://www.chattanoogacocacola.com/
http://www.chattanoogafun.com/conventions-meetings/
http://www.cglaonline.com/
http://www.chattanoogastate.edu/
http://www.timesfreepress.com/home/
http://www.kz106.com/
http://www.cityscopemag.com/
http://www.cosonline.com/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/chacy-courtyard-chattanooga-downtown/
http://www.dimensiondesigninc.com/
http://www.distefanolaser.com
http://www.divcompanies.com/
http://www.emjcorp.com/
http://www.enterprise.com/car_rental/home.do
http://www.epb.net/
http://www.erlanger.org/
http://www.ermc2.com/
http://www.everythingjustso.com/
https://www.firsttennessee.com/
http://www.fbright.com/
http://www.kayser-roth.com/#intro
http://www.kencogroup.com/www
http://www.lbmc.com/
http://www.lstanleylaw.com/
http://www.lukenholdings.com/
http://www.lyndhurstfoundation.org/
http://www.mbgorganizing.com/
http://www.mcollins.com/
http://www.millermartin.com/
http://www.northgatetitle.com/
http://www.officeteam.com/
http://www.lightolier.com/
http://www.rbsi-online.com/
http://www.republicparking.com/
http://www.roneregencyjewelers.com/
https://www.southern.edu/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.kerrysmith.biz/
http://www.tvfcu.com/
http://www.chattanooganhotel.com/
http://krystal.com/
http://www.utc.edu/
http://www.usxpress.com/
http://www.uwchatt.org/www
http://www.xcapesolutions.net
http://yacoubians.com/

